
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
11 December 2022 

Christ Church Mass – Philip Mathias (1954 - )  
Introit   Conditor alme siderum – Plainsong 
 
Entrance Hymn  616 TIS  O day of God draw near 
 

The Advent Wreath: Third Sunday of Advent 
Today we light the third candle the candle of joy.  
We have already lit the candle for hope and the 
candle for peace.  Joy is all around us, but how 
often de we let our busy life or our memories 
push joy to the side?  Joy is like an underground 
spring that wells up within us, and it is also a 
choice, an attitude. So we open ourselves to joy, 
trusting that God has already planted it in us.  All 
we need to do is give it care and offer it to share. 
 
 

Advent 3 [26 (A&M 2013)]  
John the Baptist, by his preaching 
and by water poured, 
brought to those who heard his teaching 
news of hope restored: 
‘Keep your vision strong and steady, 
and be ready for the Lord.’ 

The candles are lit.  

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this how you made 
us:  you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives.  Show us the creative 
power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes from justice.  Fill us 
with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared.  
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the 
light of Christ.  Amen 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/traqair57/51656809113/in/dateposted-public/
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Gathering in God’s name Page 119 (Green “A Prayerbook for Australia”) 
 
Sentence 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.’. 

Isaiah 35.3-4 
Invitation to Confession  
 
The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and 
disclosing the purposes of the heart.  
        Silence may be kept 
Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.   
 

Confession       Page 120 
 

The Collect of the day 

Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love  
on our journey to meet the One who is coming:  
strengthen our weak hands, 
make firm our feeble knees,  
and open blind eyes to the dawning of your kingdom,  
so that our hearts may rejoice 
     as we behold the majesty of our God. 
We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
First Reading        Isaiah 35.1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
   the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
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   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
   but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm The Song of Mary 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant: 
from this day all generations will call me blessed; 

The Almighty has done great things for me: 
and holy is his name. 
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God has mercy on those who fear him: 
from generation to generation. 

The Lord has shown strength with his arm: 
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones: 
and lifting up the lowly. 

God has filled the hungry with good things: 
and sent the rich away empty. 

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel: 
to remember the promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our forebears: 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 

 
Second Reading        James 5.7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, 
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.                  
Hear the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel           Matthew 11.2-11 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
I am sending my messenger before you, 
who will prepare your way before you. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
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cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 
one about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Creed    Page 123 
 
Offertory Hymn  269 TIS  Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes 
 
The Great Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 1 on page 128, preface 147 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  Page 141 
 
Communion Anthem  Anima Christi – Ettore Pozzoli (1873-1957) 

 Lead me Lord – Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-76) 
 

Post Communion & Blessing  Page 148 
 

Mission Hymn             265 TIS  O come, O come, Emmanuel 

 
Organ Postlude            Veni Emmanuel – Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019) 
 
The order of service is adapted from A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995, the Anglican Church of Australia Trust 
Corporation, supplemented with materials from Season of Creation website. Hymns are from Together in Song, and 
are reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence No. 1966. 
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“Just a moment” – Advent Reflection “Joy” 
 

 Jo Knight is the CEO of Anglican Overseas Aid 

Advent invites us to a posture of joy because of the 
hope and promise of Jesus. Biblical joy is not a 
fleeting happy feeling. It does not remove the pain, 
uncertainty or injustice of our world. Indeed, Mary 
gave birth in uncertainty in a stable when Caesar's 
census decreed that she and Joseph travel to Beth le 

hem. With a baby, they fled as refugees to Egypt to escape Herod's massacre of 
young boys. Yet Mary's song (Luke I :46-55) reminds us of godly joy as her 
spirit rejoices. Joy is a gift of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Our joy is not dictated 
by circumstance but by our future with God. 
The coming of Jesus is good news for the poo r, bringing joyful 
expectations. Our partners work tirelessly to bring good news to those in 
their communities experiencing poverty, uncertainty and injustice. 

In Mozambique, our partner, the Anglican Diocese of Nampula, is faced 
with the convergence of conflict and displaced 
peoples, natural disasters and the COVID- 19 pandemic - resulting in 
hunger, vulnerable communities and exhausted resilience capacity. Bearing 
God's grace and good news, local church workers and volunteers take 
responsibility for community education and action. We too, are invited to 
give generously of our resources to others in need. 
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Cathedral Parish Directory 
www.graftoncathedral.org.au 

Locum Dean The Very Reverend Rod MacDonald 
rod.macdonald@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0400 499 616 

Canon Pastor The Revd Canon Camellia Flanagan 
priest@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0417 928 914 

Deacon The Reverend Grant Sparks 
deacon@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0418 995 535 

Director of Music Mr Robert Eather 
music@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0458 093 292 

Parish Office Ms Linda Butler 
parishoffice@graftoncathedral.org.au 

02 6642 2844 

Cathedral 
Bookshop 

bookshop@graftoncathedral.org.au 02 6642 3958 

Cathedral  
OpShop & Pantry 

Ms Linda Butler (OpShop) 
Mrs Moe Jones (Cathedral Pantry) 

02 6642 2844 
02 6642 1906 

 

Christmas 
Closing 
Times 

Cathedral Parish Office: Closing Friday 23 Dec 4.00pm 
                                            Opening Monday 16 January 9.00am 
Cathedral OpShop: Closing Thursday 22 Dec 2.00pm 
                                                                          (limited hours 19-22) 

                                            Opening Monday 16 January 10.00am 
Cathedral Bookshop: Closing Thursday 22 Dec 3.30pm 
                                       Opening Tuesday 24 January 9.30am 

Prayers for those in need 
Joy Baldwin 
Cheryl Cook 
Sue Cotter 
Kathryn Douglas 
Gail Gilmore 
Allen Madden 
 

Fay Kelly 
Ruth Kingsley 
Joan Marr 
John McAnally 
Elaine Stephenson 
Margaret Kay 

Kay Metcalfe 
Eileen Rogan 
Val Rogers 
Tammy Uren 
Jessie Usher 
Mervyn Kingsley 
 

Remembering those who have died 
Recently Departed:  Alma Matthes 
Year’s Mind:  Evelyn Gane, Ron McKnight, Mary Hope McFarlane & Bruce Leonard 
 

http://www.graftoncathedral/
mailto:rod.macdonald@graftoncathedral
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Around the Parish this Week 

Today 
   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9.00am – Cathedral Live & Online: 
www.graftoncathedral.org.au 
10.45am - Parish Council – Edwards Hall 

Birthdays 
this week 

Happy birthday to: Pat Harper, Peter Kelsall, Dawn Goodwin,  
                                   Sheryl Rogan & Kathryn Lentfer.  
Happy wedding anniversary to Roger & Jane Millard for today. 

Mondays 
in 

Decembe
r  

Weekdays Morning Prayer & Evening Prayer will continue to be said at 
8.30am and 5.15pm. You are welcome to join us any time, either 
in person or via Zoom: Simply use the link on the Cathedral web 
page CALENDAR 
Cathedral Office                                           9.00am–4.00pm(9-7 Tues) 
Cathedral Bookshop                                                     9.30am–3.30pm 
Cathedral OpShop                                                       10.00am–4.00pm 
Cathedral Pantry                                                          Mon, Tue & Thur 
Wednesday Worship                                                            at 10.00 am 
Please ensure that we have your email address and mobile 
number so we can reach out to you with information, news 
and pastoral support. If you need pastoral care or other 
support, please call either Father Rod, Canon Camellia or 
Deacon Grant. 
PLEASE MAINTAIN HIGH LEVELS OF VIGILANCE AND PERSONAL 
HYGIENE AS WE SEEK TO LIMIT THE SPREAD OF THE COVID-19 VIRUS 

 
Next Sunday 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.00am – Cathedral Live & Online: 

www.graftoncathedral.org.au 
Bank 
Details 

BSB:    705 077 
Acc:     00033630 
Name: Anglican Parish of Grafton 

Prayer for a New Dean 
Bountiful God, give to this parish a loving leader and generous pastor 

who will faithfully speak your word and minister your sacraments; 
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry and enable  
us to fulfil our calling. 

Give to those who will choose, wisdom, discernment and patience, 
and to us give warm and generous hearts, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

 

http://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/
http://www.graftoncathedral.org.au/

