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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Welcome to the Cathedral Church of Christ the King, commonly referred to 
as Christ Church Cathedral.  

Since its dedication on the Feast of St James (25 July) in 1884, the Cathedral 
has exercised a special role in the City of Grafton and also in the life of the 
Anglican Diocese of Grafton, whose parishes, schools and other agencies 
serve communities throughout the Northern Rivers of New South Wales.  

The Cathedral stands on the traditional lands of the Bundjalung nation. We 
acknowledge and pay our respect to their elders past and present, as well as 
to indigenous people with us tonight. 

You are sharing in worship from A Prayer Book for Australia, which stands 
in the long Anglican tradition of ‘common prayer’ in which people, choir 
and clergy offer God and each other the best of ourselves (‘our souls and our 
bodies’) for the common good. We seek the peace and well-being of our 
nation, and especially our local community. 

We are delighted that you are with us tonight: please come and worship with 
us again.  

Evensong, or Evening Prayer, was created by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
(1489-1556) for the new English Book of Common Prayer of 1549. It was 
based on a combination of the two ancient monastic offices (liturgies) of 
Vespers and Compline. These daily services were simplified and translated 
into English in the Book of Common Prayer, and still shape Evensong in the 
Anglican tradition today. We join with others throughout the world in daily 
recitation of this particular service, forming part of a continuous chain of 
prayer and praise. Evensong is a peaceful, reflective service that combines 
spoken prayers with choral (sung) music. Lead by the Cathedral choir, this 
service offers a space for quiet reflection, where the music, words, and 
setting work together to create a sense of peace and spiritual contemplation. 
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Choral Evensong 

 
The Dean intones the Opening Preces 

Open our lips, O Lord; 
     and we shall declare your praise.  
O God, make speed to save us. 
  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
All stand. 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
  as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 
Let us praise the Lord. 
 The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
All sit while the choir sings the PSALM of the day. 

 
Psalm 19 (Chants: Richard Woodward 1743-1777 & William Turner 1651-1740) 
 
 

1. The heavens declare the glory of God: 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork; 
 2. One day tells it to another: 
    and night to night communicates knowledge. 
 3. There is no speech or language: 
    nor are their voices heard; 
 4. Yet their sound has gone out through all the world: 
    and their words to the ends of the earth. 
 5. There he has pitched a tent for the sun: 
    which comes out as bridegroom from his chamber, 
    and rejoices like a strong man to run his course. 
 6. Its rising is at one end of the heavens,  
  and its circuit to their farthest bound: 
    and nothing is hidden from its heat. 
 7. The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul: 
    and the command of the Lord is true, 
    and makes wise the simple. 
 8. The precepts of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart: 
    the commandment of the Lord is pure,  
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    and gives light to the eyes. 
 9. The fear of the Lord is clean, and endures for ever: 
    the judgements of the Lord are unchanging,  
    and righteous every one. 
 10. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold: 
    sweeter also than honey,  
    than the honey that drips from the comb. 
 11. Moreover, by them is your servant taught: 
    and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12. Who can know their own unwitting sins?: 
    O cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13. Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins,  
  lest they get the mastery over me: 
    so I shall be clean and innocent of great offence. 
 14. May the words of my mouth and the meditation 
  of my heart be acceptable in your sight: 
    O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning is now: and shall be for ever.   Amen.  
 
 
The Congregation remains seated for the First Reading from the Old Testament 
 
The reader announces the reading ‘A reading from the Book of Genesis, chapter 1, 
beginning at the first verse.’  
 
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 
from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to 
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them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 
         
After the reading, the reader says ‘Here ends the first reading.’ 
 
The Congregation stands for the Office Hymn 
 
119 (t76) (Together in Song)  
 

 
1. I sing the almighty power of God, 

that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad, 
and built the lofty skies. 

 
2. I sing the wisdom that ordained 

the sun to rule the day; 
the moon shines full at his command, 
and all the stars obey. 

 
3. I sing the goodness of the Lord 

that filled the earth with food; 
he formed the creatures with his word, 
and then pronounced them good. 
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4. There's not a plant or flower below 
but makes your glories known; 
and clouds arise and tempests blow, 
by order from your throne. 

 
5. All creatures, numerous as they be, 

are subject to your care; 
there's not a place where we can flee 
but God is present there. 

 
6. God's hand is my perpetual guard, 

he guides me with his eye; 
why should I, then, forget the Lord, 
who is for ever nigh? 

          Isaac Watts (1674-1748) alt.  
 
The Congregation remains standing for The Song of Mary (Magnificat) sung by the 
Cathedral choir 
 
Evening Service in C – Frank Henry Shera (1882-1956) 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour, 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
 For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, 
  And Holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
  throughout all generations. 
 He hath show-ed strength with his arm: 
  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
  and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 
As he promised to our forefathers: 
  Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end.   Amen. 
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The Congregation sits for the Second Reading from the New Testament 
  
The reader announces the reading ‘A reading from The Letter to the Hebrews, 
chapter 1, beginning at the first verse.’ 
 
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
 

After the reading, the reader says ‘Here ends the second reading.’ 
 
The congregation stands for The Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) sung by the Cathedral 
choir 
 
Evening Service in C – Frank Henry Shera (1882-1956) 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
   according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen:  
thy salvation which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people. 
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
   and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end.   Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed is said by all 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

The Prayers 

The Dean intones  

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
The congregation sits or kneels 

 Lord, have mercy on us. 
 Christ have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory, are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Lord, show us your mercy, 
and grant us your salvation. 

 
Keep our nation under your care, 
 and guide us in justice and truth. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness, 
 and make your chosen people joyful. 
Lord, save your people, 
 and bless your inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord, 
 for you are our help and strength. 
Create is us hearts, O God, 
 and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Holy and eternal God, you are the Maker of heaven and earth, you are the 
Word through whom all things were made, and you are the Spirit, the giver 
of life: draw us into the mystery of your love, that with all creation we may 
proclaim your praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
The Collect for Peace 
O God, the author and lover of peace, in knowledge of whom stands our 
eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom; defend your servants in all 
assaults of our enemies, that, surely trusting in your defence, we may not 
fear the power of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Evening Collect  
Lighten our darkness, lord, we pray: and in your great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The congregation may be seated while the choir sings The Anthem 

Harvest Carol – Ian Ray (b.1946) 
 
Prayers are offered for those in authority, for the Church and for all people. 

O Lord our God, help us call upon You with one heart and soul, according to 
Your will!  
 
We pray for Your created world: You made the universe and all that lives 
and exists in it. The earth is filled with Your creatures. You make grass 
grow, plants, and fruit-bearing trees; You feed the birds of the sky and care 
for all creatures on earth. Out of Your love, You created humanity; give us 
strength to faithfully cultivate and guard Your creation according to Your 
will.  
For Jesus Christ we ask, Lord, hear our prayer! 
 
We pray for humanity—every community and every person. Grant that we 
may treat all with respect and uphold the dignity of our neighbours, 
accepting all in their diversity. Give us grateful hearts, understanding, 
responsible thought, and value-creating work.  
For Jesus Christ we ask, Lord, hear our prayer!  
 
We pray for Your Church, that she may be a messenger of life and an agent 
of Your love worldwide. Instil courage in the hearts of those who follow 
You, that we may proclaim hope to the fearful, encouragement to the 
doubting, and comfort to the despairing. Grant unity to proclaim Your 
Gospel in word and deed as part of a world in crisis.  
For Jesus Christ we ask, Lord, hear our prayer!  
 
We pray for the sick, destitute, oppressed, and vulnerable—especially those 
affected by environmental disasters, famine, drought, floods, storms, and 
fires. Bring justice to those who cry out, and humble our hearts to relate to 
them as true brothers and sisters. Let Your lifegiving will be done in our 
world.  
For Jesus Christ we ask Lord, hear our prayer!  
 
 
 



11 
 

 
Heavenly Father, grant that the future of the world, humanity, the Church, 
and all people be in Your hands. May we live in true hope for the sake of our 
living Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

 
The congregation stands for the Hymn 
166 (Together in Song) 

 
 
Sing a new song, sing a new song, 
  and wait upon the promise of the Lord. 
 
 1. Creation sings a new song to the Lord, 
  the universal energies rejoice, 
  through all the magnitudes of space and time 
  creatures proclaim the grandeur of Christ. 
 
 2. The mountains and the valleys and the plains, 
  the cattle and the wild beasts and the birds, 
  the shadows and the clouds, the rain and snow, 
  praise and reflect the bounty of Christ. 
 
 3. The ocean deeps, the currents and the tides, 
  the diatoms, the fishes, and the whale, 
  the storm, the reef, the waterspout, the calm, 
  praise and reflect the wonder of Christ. 
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  4. The fruit trees in their seasons and the vine, 
  the eucalypt, the cedar, and the palm, 
  the lotus and the orchid and the rose, 
  praise and reflect the beauty of Christ. 
 

James Phillip McAuley (1917-1976) 
 
The Sermon - The Reverend Katherine Bowyer,  
     Rector, Christ Church St Lucia, Diocese of Brisbane 
 
A collection will be received during the following Hymn.  
163 (Together in Song)  

 
1.           God, who stretched the spangled heavens 

infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance 
through the silent fields of space, 
we your children, in your likeness, 
share inventive powers with you: 
great Creator, still creating, 
show us what we yet may do. 

 
2.            Proudly rise our modern cities, 

stately buildings, row on row; 
yet their windows, blank, unfeeling, 
stare on canyoned streets below, 
where the lonely drift unnoticed 
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in the city’s ebb and flow, 
lost to purpose and to meaning, 
scarcely caring where they go. 

 
3.           We have ventured worlds undreamed of 

since the childhood of our race; 
known the ecstasy of winging 
through untraveled realms of space; 
probed the secrets of the atom, 
yielding unimagined power, 
facing us with life’s destruction 
or our most triumphant hour. 

 
4.           As each far horizon beckons, 

may it challenge us anew, 
children of creative purpose, 
serving others, honouring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise, 
each endeavor, well begun: 
great Creator, give us guidance 
till our goals and yours are one. 

                    Catherine Cameron (1927-2019) 
 
A concluding prayer from the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 
 
Lord, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have 
promised that when two or three ask together in your name you will grant 
their requests. Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best for 
us. Grant us, in this life, knowledge of your truth and in the age to come, life 
eternal. Amen. 
 
A general thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God and merciful Father, we give you hearty thanks for all your   
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all people. 
We bless you for our creation and preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; but above all, for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. 
And, we pray, give us such a sense of all your mercies, that our hearts may 
be truly thankful and that we may praise you not only with our lips, but in 
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our lives, serving you in holiness and righteousness all our days, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
 
Organ postlude 
Epilogue – Norman Gilbert (1912-1975) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spots still available for tomorrow’s Quiet Day in the Cathedral. 
Starting at 10.00am. All welcome. 

Special guest The Reverend Katherine Bowyer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The order of service is adapted from A Prayer Book for Australia, copyright 1995, the Anglican 
Church of Australia Trust Corporation; published under the imprint of Broughton Books, and 
reproduced with permission. Texts of the Canticles from The Book of Common Prayer 1662. Texts of 
the Bible readings are from the New Revised Standard Version. Hymns are from Together in Song, 
and are reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence No. 1966. Intercession prayers from  Oratio 
Oecumenica; Zsuzsa Koltai, Ecumenical Working Group for Season of Creation, Hungary. 
Translation: Season of Creation. 
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LIVING WATER 

Immersion in Living Water 
9 Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become 
fresh, and everything will live where the river goes.  12 On the banks, on both 
sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will 
not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, 
because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for 
food and their leaves for healing.”                                             Ezekiel 47:9, 12 

 



16 
 

 
 
 
Every star shall sing a carol. 
Every creature, high or low, 
Come and praise the King of Heaven 
By whatever name you know. 
Refrain: 
God above, Man below, 
Holy is the name I know. 
When the King of all creation  
Had a cradle on the earth, 
Holy was the human body 
Holy was the human birth. [Refrain] 
Who can tell what other cradle, 
High above the milky way, 
Still may rock the King of Heaven 
On another Christmas Day? [Refrain] 
Who can count how many crosses, 
Still to come or long ago, 
Crucify the King of Heaven? 
Holy is the name I know. [Refrain] 
Who can tell what other body 
He will hallow for his own? 
I will praise the son of Mary, 
Brother of my blood and bone. [Refrain] 
Every star and every planet, 
Every creature, high and low, 
Come and praise the King of Heaven 
By whatever name you know. [Refrain]              Sydney Carter (1915-2004) 
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