
 
 

 

 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Sunday after Ascension 

17 May 2026 
Setting: Christ Church Mass – Philip Mathias (1954-) 

President: The Reverend Canon Camellia Flanagan 
Gathering in God’s name Page 119 (Green “A Prayerbook for Australia”) 
 

Entrance Hymn 462 TIS  Now we come, our heavenly Father 
 

Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country  
 

Sentence 
This is eternal life, that we may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.                                                                               John 17.3 
 
Invitation to Confession  
Christ has entered heaven itself, there to appear before God on our behalf. 
Silence may be kept. 
Let us therefore draw near in full assurance of faith, and confess our sins to the 
God of grace. 
 
The Collect of the day 
O God, 
whose Son, Jesus, prayed for his disciples, 
and sent them into the world to proclaim the coming of your kingdom: 
by your Holy Spirit, 
hold the Church in unity, 
and keep it faithful to your word, 
so that, breaking bread together, 
we may be one with Christ in faith and love and service, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
First Reading                             Acts 1.6-14 
 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing 
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up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They 
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’ 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 
away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 
Hear the word of the Lord,  

           thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 68.1-10, 32-35  
 

1 God shall arise, and his enemies shall be scattered: 
those that hate him shall flee before his face. 
2 As smoke is dispersed, so shall they be dispersed: 
as wax melts before a fire, 
so shall the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But the righteous shall be glad and exult before God: 
they shall rejoice with gladness. 
4 O sing to God, sing praises to his name: 
glorify him that rode through the deserts, 
him whose name is the Lord, and exult before him. 
5 He is the father of the fatherless, 
he upholds the cause of the widow: 
God in his holy dwelling place. 
6 He gives the desolate a home to dwell in, 
and brings the prisoners out into prosperity: 
but rebels must dwell in a barren land. 
7 O God, when you went out before your people: 
when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, the heavens poured down water: 
before the God of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. 
9 You showered down a generous rain, O God: 
you prepared the land of your possession 
when it was weary. 
10 And there your people settled: 
in the place that your goodness, O God, 
had made ready for the poor. 
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32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth: 
O sing praises to the Lord, 
33 To him that rides upon the highest heavens, 
that were from the beginning: 
who utters his voice, which is a mighty voice. 
34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel: 
and his might is in the clouds. 
35 Terrible is God who comes from his holy place: 
the God of Israel who gives power 
and strength to his people. Blessed be God. 

 
Second Reading                              1 Peter 5 
 
1 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as 
one who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you 
2 to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not 
under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid 
gain but eagerly. 
3 Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that 
never fades away. 
5 In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the 
elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings 
with one another, for 
‘God opposes the proud, 
     but gives grace to the humble.’ 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 
7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters 
throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
12 Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I have written this 
short letter to encourage you, and to testify that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand fast in it. 
13 Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you 
greetings; and so does my son Mark. 
14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
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      Hear the word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel                       John 17.1-11 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. 
I am coming to you. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on 
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed 
that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon         The Very Reverend Naomi Cooke 
 
Offertory Hymn  520 TIS  Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  Thanksgiving 1 on page 128, preface 156 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Page 141 
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Communion Music   Adagio in A Minor – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  
 
Post Communion & Blessing Page 156 
 
Notices 
 
Mission Hymn             179 TIS  Praise with joy the world’s Creator 
 
Choral Prelude for Ascension  Today God’s Son Triumphed  

                      – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
The order of service is adapted from A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995, the Anglican Church of Australia Trust 
Corporation. Hymns are from Together in Song, and are reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence No. 1966. 
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Cathedral Parish Directory 

www.graftoncathedral.org.au 

Dean The Very Reverend Naomi Cooke 
dean@graftoncathedral.org.au  

0404 137 149 

Canon Pastor The Reverend Canon Camellia Flanagan tssf 0417 928 914 

Deacon The Reverend Grant Sparks 
deacon@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0418 995 535 

LLM Mrs Robyn Vicary & Mrs Kathy Johnson 02 6642 2844 

Director of Music Mr Robert Eather 
music@graftoncathedral.org.au 

0458 093 292 

Parish Office Ms Linda Butler 
parishoffice@graftoncathedral.org.au 

02 6642 2844 

Cathedral 
Bookshop 

bookshop@graftoncathedral.org.au 02 6642 3958 

Cathedral 
OpShop  

Mrs Beth Jamieson  

beth.jamieson@graftoncathedral.org.au 

02 6642 2844 

Prayers for those in need 

Joy Baldwin  
Sue Cotter  
Gail Gilmore 
Amy McArdle  
Betty Gilbert 

Ruth Kingsley 
Roy Ford 
Mervyn Kingsley 
Brian Fowler 
Lynelle Lichon 

Francis TeTana  
Kevin Vaughan 
Colin Clague 
Margaret Petersen 

Aneta Jones  
Grace Clague  
Kahla Clague 
Patrick Fleming 
 

Remembering those who have died 

Recently Departed: Kathryn Lentfer, John McFarlane & Norman Walsham  
 
Year’s Mind: Roy Cooksley, Joel Butcher, Nellie Ellem, Olga Norton, Daphne Richards,  
                        Janey Robinson, Gregory Smith, Warren Tozer, Muriel Stephenson,  
                        Eileen Robertson, Bill Light & Noeline Forbes 

 

 

 

http://www.graftoncathedral/
mailto:dean@graftoncathedral.org.au
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Around the Parish this Week 

Today 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION 

   9.00am – Cathedral Live & Online:  
www.graftoncathedral.org.au/livestream   

 
Weekdays Morning Prayer 8.30am Mon - Fri at the Cathedral & via Zoom 

Evening Prayer 5.15 Mon - Fri Zoom only 

Simply use the link on the Cathedral web page CALENDAR to 
access via Zoom 
 

Cathedral Office                                      9.00am–5.00pm(9-3 Fri) 
 

Cathedral Bookshop                            9.30am–3.30pm(Tues-Fri) 
 

Cathedral OpShop     10.00am–4.00pm (Mon – Fri) 9.00-12.00 (Sat) 
 
Wednesday Worship Eucharist                                    at 10.00 am 
 

Please ensure that we have your email address and mobile 
number so we can reach out to you with information, news and 
pastoral support. If you need pastoral care or other support, 
please call either Dean Naomi or Deacon Grant. 

 

Next Sunday 

DAY OF PENTECOST 
   9.00am – Cathedral Live & Online: 
www.graftoncathedral.org.au/livestream   

Birthdays this 
coming week 

  Happy birthday Jane Millard, Nardie Green, Shirley Hulme,  
                                 Rae Harrison & Marie Eggins 

Cathedral Prayer 
Living and eternal Christ bless the ministry of this Cathedral as a place of 
pilgrimage and prayer. May our doors always be open to pilgrims, may 
our hearts always be open to one another, and may our minds always be 
open to new truth.  Draw us deeply into the mystery of your life, your 
death and your resurrection, now and always. Amen. 
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